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SUBJECT: MEETING WITH DOBRYNIN 

1 . I MET WITH DOBRYNIN TODAY FOLLOWING HIS RETURN FROM 
CONSULTATIONS. 

2. ON THE BASIS OF HIS SEVERAL HOURS OF DISCUSSION WITH 
BREZHNEV, AND LENGTHY CONSULTATIONS WITH GROMYKO AND OTHER 
AUTHORITIES, DOBRYNIN EMPHASIZED THE CRUCIAL IMPORTANCE OF 
MY TRIP TO MOSCOW AS A POSSIBLE TURNING POINT IN US-SOVIET 
RELATIONS. HE SAID THAT BREZHNEV IS EXPECTING TO MEET WITH 

ME, AND URGENTLY HOPES THAT I WILL BE ABLE TO BRING HIM 
EVIDENCE OF OUR SERIOUS COMMITMENT TO MOVE FORWARD ON SALT. 

THIS IS IN HIS VIEW THE KEY ISSUE. "HE DOES NOT ASK THAT 
THE AMERICAN SIDE MAKE ALL THE CONCESSIONS," DOBRYNIN 
REPORTED, "BUT ONLY THAT IT SHOW THAT IT IS WILLING TO NE- 
GOTIATE SERIOUSLY TO CLEAR AWAY THE REMAINING ISSUES." 
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THERE SHOULD BE NO DOUBT, HE SAID, THAT BREZHNEV WOULD LIKE 
TO MEET WITH THE PRESIDENT, IF THERE IS A PROSPECT OF A 
SUCCESSFUL OUTCOME, FOLLOWING THE MOSCOW TALKS, AND, IF 
NECESSARY, THE TALKS WITH GROMYKO BACK HERE IN MAY. 

3. WE FOUND THAT HIS LIST OF THE PRINCIPAL ISSUES TO BE 
RESOLVED IN SALT CORRESPONDED WITH OUR OWN. 
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4. IN THE COURSE OF OUR GENERAL DISCUSSION OF US-SOVIET 
RELATIONS, I EMPHASIZED THE IMPORTANCE OF THE FACTOR OF 
SOVIET ARMING AND TRANSPORT OF CUBAN TROOPS TO AFRICA IN 
CONTRIBUTING TO THE DETERIORATION IN SOVIET-AMERICAN RELA- 
TIONS. ALTHOUGH HE ARGUED ABOUT THE JUSTIFICATION OF THIS 
REACTION, HE RECOGNIZED THAT IT WAS A FACT, AND SAID IN 
RESPONSE THAT IN THE PRESENT CLIMATE, IN WHICH THERE WAS 
ANGER AMONG THE SOVIET LEADERS ABOUT THE 'PIN-PRICKS'' AND 
"PROPAGANDA WARFARE" FROM THE US SIDE, WHEN THE AIR WAS 
FILLED WITH "THREATS" AND THERE WAS AN ABSENCE OF ANY 
POSITIVE STEPS IN THE RELATIONSHIP, IT WAS DIFFICULT TO 
GET SUPPORT IN MOSCOW FOR ANY MEASURES TO ACCOMMODATE 
AMERICAN SENSIBILITIES ON THIS OR ANY OTHER POINTS, LARGE 
OR SMALL. IN THIS CLIMATE, HE SAID, THE PROPAGANDISTS 
FELT FREE TO RESPOND TO US ATTACKS ON A TIT-FOR-TAT BASIS, 
THOUGH THERE WAS A TABOO AGAINST PERSONAL ATTACKS ON THE 
PRESIDENT. HE EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT, IF THE MOSCOW 
TALKS SUCCEED AND THIS WAS FOLLOWED BY A SUCCESSFUL 
SUMMIT, THERE WOULD BE A DISPOSITION TO TRY TO BE MORE 
RESPONSIVE TO AMERICAN CONCERNS IN AFRICA AND ELSEWHERE. 
VANCE 
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